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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 )S Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 19 January 2001 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -9 are presented for examination. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Johnson et al., U.S. Patent Number 5.923,885 (hereinafter Johnson). 

5. Johnson discloses a software management system. Johnson discloses the 
invention as claimed. Taking claim 1 as an exemplary claim, Johnson discloses a platfomri 
a platform for managing services offered by a plurality of sources, wherein the platfomi 
comprising: a platform server having a software subscription module configured thereon 
and including a communications port for establishing communication with a wide area 
network (see figures 1-2, server 202),the software subscription module comprising a 
graphic user interface and a backend support module for enabling retrieval and display of 
a list of available software offerings (see column 3, line 15 to column 4, line 17), selection 
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of a particular offering, and deselection of previously selected offerings (see abstract, 
column 3, lines 1-56, column 5, line 15 to column 6, line 58). 

6. As per claim 2, Johnson discloses the platfonn of claim 1 wherein the plurality of 
sources comprises a plurality of application service providers (see column 5, lines 15-56). 

7. As per claim 3, Johnson discloses the platfonn of claim 1 further comprising a 
database management server, the database management server being configured to 
interact with a plurality of platfonn servers and storing a list of applications to be made 
available to the platfonn servers and a plurality of lists of applications selected for use by 
networks associated with the platform servers (see column 5, line 15 to column 6, line 58). 

8. As per claim 4, Johnson discloses the platfonn of claim 1 wherein the database 
management server is further configured to store historical data relevant to applications 
selected by each of the platform servers (see column 5, line 15 to column 6, line 58). 

9. As per claims 6-9, they do not teach or further define over the limitations recited 
in claims 1-4. Therefore, claims 6-9 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in 
claims 1-4, supra . 



10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made, 

1 1 , Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Johnson 
in view of Suzuki et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,526,406 (hereinafter Suzuki). 

As per claim 5, Johnson discloses the system as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
Johnson does not explicitly show the use of management server which is configured to 
issue email instructions to persons responsible for program initiation. However, Suzuki, 
in the same field of endeavor, discloses the use of management server which is 
configured to issue email instructions to persons responsible for program initiation (see 
figure 44, server 120). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was mode to modify Johnson in view of Suzuki by 
including the use of management server which is configured to issue email instructions 
to persons responsible for program initiation so that user can receive instructions via 
internet email. 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

System and method for electronic mail (e-mail) address management by Tsuei, 
U.S. Patent Number 6654779. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Zarni Maung whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
6687. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. John Follansbee, can be reached on (703) 305-8498. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. 




